
GEORGE HENRY GLADWELL, R.F.A. 

1894 – 1965 

 

 

 

HIS ACCOUNTS OF THE FIRST WORLD WAR 

WITH HIS ILLUSTRATIONS  

AND ADDITIONAL PHOTOGRAPHS  

FROM THE I.W.M. & HAIG COLLECTIONS 

 

127th BATTERY,   29TH BRIGADE, 

4TH DIVISION 

ROYAL FIELD ARTILLERY 

 

 

IWM © Q2914 

http://www.ebay.co.uk/itm/Royal-Artillery-Fixed-Wheel-Brass-Cap-Badge-/191109074967


This is the only photo of the author in our archives 

 

From the Stutton School Book of Pupils.  As the date of birth is correct (11th April 1894), we assume 
that at some stage he decided to be known by his first name George, rather than his second name as 
shown here. 



EXPLANATION OF THE RE-TYPE 

This is a copy of Page 1 of George Gladwell's original typed script.   He has written at great 
length in many pages of dense typing, and it was thought helpful to re-type it to make the 
whole work more accessible, rather than using a straight scan.   
Despite leaving school at the age of 13, clearly George was a prolific writer and sketch artist 
and most of his old-fashioned words and phrases have been left in verbatim. Some 
photographs have been added to illustrate his text and just a few substitutions for his 
Americanisms have been included to make his meaning clearer to a U.K. audience.   Sadly 
we have found it difficult to find out what he did after leaving school here in Stutton in 1907 
but we can assume that he was probably helping his father or someone else around the 
village as a general hand.  By 1911, he was living in Plumstead, near Woolwich in South 
East London where he was living with his employer, William Haste, (born in Brantham, the 
next village).  William Haste was the proprietor of a greengrocer's shop and he employed at 
least two assistants as another man of 19 was also listed on the census as being his 
employee.  When George joined the R.F.A at the Woolwich Barracks at the age of 18, the 
enlistment papers state his trade was that of "carman" (driver of a cart).   William Haste 
gave the army a character reference in 1912 stating that George had been working for him 
satisfactorily for two years.    
George was 20 at the outbreak of War. 
 
As he has patently taken a great deal of care in producing these memoirs, it is hoped that 
he would have been pleased to think that his story has finally found a larger readership. 
 
 

 


